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A prompt return of this blank, properly filled, will materially aid the Insurance 
Department in completing the Annual Report. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING BLANK. 


Give daze in each case. 

State plainly for what each building was occupied. 

Name fower used, if any. 

Give names of owners and occupants. 

If unoccupied, so state. 

State whether /a/ or partial loss. 

State amount of damage, insurance, and insurance paid, separately, on buildings and contents. 
State distinctly the case of the fire. 

Do not return the cause as ‘* accidental,” or “carelessness,” but give particulars. 

Forest fires should be reported with full information of the cause and amount of loss. 


In case of farm buildings, where more than one is involved in the loss, the one in which the 
fire originated should be designated, as also whether the buildings were connected or not. 


The value of these statistics depends largely upon the care taken in the verification of the 
facts. ‘Town and municipal authorities are urged to investigate carefully, and report fully the circum- 
stances of each fire occurring within their respective limits. The department will welcome any pertinent 
information or suggestion not specifically called for. 


The record books hitherto furnished the several cities and towns are intended to remain per- 


manently in the custody of the city and town authorities, and this blank to be filled from the record _ 


therein made. 

If.more than one building is burned, name the items of damage, 
insurance and insurance paid, for each SEPARATELY, stating IN 
WHICH the fire originated. 
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Name of occupant bis & Haaficss 
Class of building (wood, stone or brick): YAn¥7 
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Insurance paid, p 


Value of contents, §$ Ie 


Damage to contents, $ 4, Ov, 
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Insurance paid, $ 


Total, or partial loss: QE 


| INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. 
| Boston, May 21, 1888. 
To the City and Town Clerks’ ' 

This Department ts ie Maonis of aiding, so far as im its power, the careful observance of the provisions of the Act 
of 1888 in relation to Returns and’ Statistics of Fires. | 

For the conventence therefore, ” alike of the fire engineers and selectmen whose duty it 1s under the new law to 
make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and of the latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this purpose. | oi | 

In case of extensive jires, these blanks, 1f found insufficient, can be supplemented by additional sheets; and of 
course there 1s no obligation for their use at all of the officials prefer otherwise, but their preparation has been suggested 
by several of these officers ang they are provided from a wish to assist in conveniently carrying out the provisions of 


the statute, which 1s given below. | 
Respectfully yours, 


GEO. S. MERRILL, lZusurance Commissioner. 
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| [Cuap. 199, Acts AND Reso_ves or 1888. | 


Secr. 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows :—When property is destroyed 
by fire, it shall be the duty of the board of fire engineers in cities other than the city of Boston, and in towns having a board of fire engineers, and of the 
board of selectmen in towns having "| board of fire engineers, to make investigation of the cause, circumstances and origin thereof, especially to examine 
whether it was the result of carelessness or design. Such investigation shall be commenced within two days of the occurrence of the fire, not including the 
Lord’s day. ‘They shall present a written statement to the city or town clerk for careful record by him in a book provided by the insurance commissioner, of 
all the facts relating to the cause, kind ‘of property, amount of value destroyed, ownership, and such other particulars as may be called for in the form pro- 
vided, and any other facts which to ne seem pertinent ; and such record shall be made within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire. The book of record 
shall be kept in the office of the clerk of the city or town, and it shall be his duty to make transcript of such fire record for the year preceding, upon a blank 
form provided by the insurance commissioner, and forward same to the insurance department within fifteen days from the first day of January in each year. 
Whenever, from the investigation afore aid, there appear reasonable grounds for believing the fire was caused by design, the chief of the board of fire engineers 
of the city or of the town having such board of fire engineers, or the chairmafi of the board of selectmen of the town having no such board of fire engineers, 
shall apply to a police, district or municipal court, or trial justice, for a jury of inquest; and such court or justice shall forthwith issue a warrant to a constable 
of such city or town, requiring him forthwith to summon six good and lawful men of the county to appear before the court or justice, at a time and place ex- 
pressed in the warrant, to inquire when and by what means the fire originated. | Any of the herein named city or town officials neglecting or refusing to comply 
with any of the requirements of this act, shall be punished by FINE OF NOT LESS PHAN TWENTY-FIVE NOR MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS. 

Sect. 2. Section seven of said chapter two hundred and sixteen is hereby amended by striking out the words ‘‘or in the county of Suffolk with the 
clerk of the municipal court of the city, of Boston.” 

Sect. 3. Sections ten and eleven of chapter thirty-five of the Public Statutes are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved April 9, bch 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. | 
| Boston, May 21, 1888. 
To the City and Town Clerks } 

This Department 1s ite of aiding, so far as in tts power, the careful observance of the provisions of the Act 
of 1888 in relation to Returns) and Statistics of Fires. | 

For the convenience therefore, alike of the fire i Mies and selectmen whose duty 1t is under the new law to 
make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and of the latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this purpose. | “a * 

In case of extensive jives, these blanks, 1f found ‘ast pent, can be supplemented by additional sheets; and of 
course there 1s no obligation far their use at all tf the officials prefer otherwise, but their preparation has been eee 
by several of these officers and they are provided from a wish to assist in conveniently carrying out the provisions of 
the statute, which 1s given belaw. 

Respectfully yours, 


GEO). MRR Bel, Lusurance Commissioner. 


[Cuap. 199, Acts AND ReEsoLves oF 1888. | 


Scr. 1. Section one of chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows :—When property is destroyed 
by fire, it shall be the duty of the board of fire engineers in cities other than |the city of Boston, and in towns having a board of fire engineers, and of the 
board of selectmen in towns having no board of fire engineers, to make investigation of the cause, circumstances and origin thereof, especially to examine 
whether it was the result of carelessness or design. Such investigation shall he commenced within two days of the occurrence of the fire, not including the 
Lord’s day. They shall present a written statement to the city or town clerk for careful record by him in a book provided by the insurance commissioner, of 
all the facts relating to the cause, kind of property, amount of value destroyed, ownership, and such other particulars as may be called for in the form pro- 
vided, and any other facts which to them seem pertinent ; and such record shall be made within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire. The book of record 
shall be kept in the office of the clerk of the city or town, and. it shall be his duty to make transcript of such fire record for the year preceding, upon a blank 
form provided by the insurance commissioner, and forward same to the insur ance department within fifteen days from the first day of January in each year. 
Whenever, from the investigation aforesaid, there appear reasonable grounds for believing the fire was caused by design, the chief of the board of fire engineers 
of the city or of the town having such board of fire engineers, or the chairman of the board of selectmen of the town having no such board of fire engineers, 
shall apply to a police, district or municipal court, or trial justice, for a jury of inquest; and such court or justice shall forthwith issue a warrant to a constable 
of such city or town, requiring him forthwith to summon six good and lawful men of the county to appear before the court or justice, at a time and place ex- 
pressed in the warrant, to inquire when and by what means the fire originated. Any of the herein named city or town officials neglecting or refusing to comply 
with any of the requirements of this act, shall be punished by FINE OF NOT LESS THAN TWENTY-FIVE NOR MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS. 

Sect. 2. Section seven of said chapter two hundred and sixteen is onl ch amended by striking out the words ‘‘or in the county of Suffolk with the 
clerk of the municipal court of the city of Boston.” | 

Secr. 8. Sections ten and eleven of chapter thirty-five of the Public Statutes are hereby repealed. 

Secr. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved April 9, 1888. 
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INSURANCE 
1 | Boston) May 21, 1888. 

To the City and Town Clerks : | i | 

This Department is desirous of aiding, so far as in iis power, the careful observance of the 2 ager OF ue Act 
of 1888 in relation to Returns and Statistics OPP OTES. j 

For the convenience therefore, alike of the fire engineers and selectmen whose duty it 1s under the new law to 
make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and of the latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this. purpose. i ' 

In case of extensive fires, these blanks, 1f found insufficient, can be supplemented by additional sheets; and of 
course there 1s no obligation for their use at all tf the officials prefer otherwise, but their preparation has been suggested 
by several of thesé officers and they are provided from a wish to assist im conveniently carrying out the provisions of 


the statute, which is given below. | 
| (Respectfully yours, 
bits : 
| if GEO. S. MERRILL, ~nsurance Commissioner. 
—__—__}—____— i 
[Cuap. 199, Acts 4 
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Sect. 1. Section ove of chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public § atutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows :—When property is destroyed 


by fire, it shall be the duty of the board of fire engineers in cities other than the city of Boston, and in towns having a board of fire engineers, and of the 
board of selectmen in towns having no board of fire engineers, to make investigation of the cause, circumstances and origin thereof, especially to examine 
whether it was the result of carelessness or design. Such investigation shall he commenced within two days of the occurrence of ‘the fire, not including the 
Lord’s day. They shall pr esent a written statement to the city or town clerk for careful record by him in a book provided by the insurance commissioner, of 
all the facts relating to the cause, kind of property, amount of value destroyed, ownership, and such other particulars as may be called for in the form pro- 
vided, and any other facts which to them seem pertinent; and such record shall be made within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire. The book of record. 
shall be kept in the office of the clerk of the city or town, and it shall be his) duty to make transcript of such fire record for the year preceding, upon a blank 
form provided by the ingur ‘ance commissioner, and forward same to the insurance department within fifteen days from the first day of January in each year. 
Whenever, from the inviRtigation aforesaid, there appear reasonable grounds for believing the fire was caused by design, the chief of, the board of fire engineers 
of the city or of the town having such board of fire engineers, or the er | of the board of selectmen of the town haying no t board of fire engineers, 
shall apply to a police, district or municipal court, or trial justice, for a jury of inquest; and such court or justice shall forthwith isste a warrant to a constable 
of such city or town, requiri ing him forthwith to summon six good and lawful men of the county to appear before the court or justive, at a time and place ex- 
pressed in the warrant, to inquire when and by what means the fire originated. } Any of the herein named city or town officials neglecting or refusing to comply 
with any of the requirements of this act, shall be punished by FrNe OF NOT LES’) THAN TWENTY-FIVE NOR MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED page ans. 

Secr. 2. Section seven of said chapter two hundred and sixteen is Brreby amended by striking out the words ‘‘ or in the county of Suffolk with the 
clerk of the municipal court of the city of Boston.” i | 
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Secr. 3. Sections ten and eleven of chapter thirty-five of the Public Sthitates are hereby repealed. | 
Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved April 9, 1888. } 
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Value of contents, 
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This peipwiment 1s desirous of aiding, so far as tm its power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 
in relation to Returns and Statistics of Fires. | 


for the conventence, therefore, alike of the fire engineers and selectmen whose duty it is under the new law to 
make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and of the latver officials, t 
blank for.this purpose. | | 

é , \ SRN Shee | Se RE eT 
% -¥ | [CHar. 451, Acts oF 1889. | 


pect. 1. ‘The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or mi ba Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the\clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
bodk to be provided by the insurange commissioner, a written statement of all the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the cream destroyed and such other information as may be called for-bhy the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kep® by the’flerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. 

Sect. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board inaking the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shalt 
also report in writing to the ownets of property or other persons interested ih the matter under inquiry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their ra , : 

Secr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence suflicient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the distfict attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 

Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpeenas for witnesses returnable hefore such court or justice; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendahce may be enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such court or trial justice. : 

Sect. 5. The district attorney dr some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. i | i] 

Sect. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or selectmen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 

Sect. 7. Any officer neglecting © 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Secr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1889. i 
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To the City and Town Clerks : | 
‘ ; | See Paes 
Lhis Depariment is desirous of aiding, so far as im its power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 
} 
in relation to ‘Returns and Statistics of Fires. 


for the conventente, therefore, alike of the fire engiiger s and selectmen whose duty it is under the new law to 
make returns of fires toy the city and town clerks, andgof the latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this purpose. 4 or | 
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[Cuap. 451, Acrs oF 1889. ] 


Sect. 1. The board of fire efigineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town ta which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigatipn shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two wedks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the imstayince commissioner, a written statement of all the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the property destroyed aig@ such other information as may be called forjby the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his offiee, afd he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. . : 

Secor. 2. Wheneyer from any{such investigation there appears to the board making the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held}to make inquiry relative to such fire. The colt or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owhers of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquiry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention 

Secr. 3. The court or justice;when of the opinion that there is evidence suflicient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him jn addition to the testimony in the case. ) 

Sect. 4. The court or justice{may issue subpcenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice ; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, aid they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpeena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a} criminal prosecution pending before such court or trial justice. 

Sect. 5. The district attornéy or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. ‘e | ; 

Sect. 6. The fees and expegses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or selectmen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 


— 


Secr. 7. Any officer neglectitg or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
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dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. | 
Srcr. 8.. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed.; [Approved June 7, 1859. if 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
. 
| INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. [EG 1. 


Lo the City and Town Cherks : | | 


This Department ts destrous, of aiding, so far as m its power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 
in relation to Returns and Statistics of Fires. hh 
{ 


for the convenienge, therefore, alike.wf the fire engineers and selecimen whose duty tt 4s under the new law to 


mare returns of fires to) the city and town clerks, and of i latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this purpose. \ 

{ 

i 


[Cuarp. 451, Acts oF 1889. | 


Sect. 1. The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is establishel, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall ¢specially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the/clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the property destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript teetrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. : 


¥ 


Sect. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board making the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or Eiecipal court or toa trial justice of the county in which such city.or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have meang of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified snd transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested ih the matter under inquiry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention, : : 

Secr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any person with the crime of arson, sh 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. ‘ : 

Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpoenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice ; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, aud they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such court or trial justice. 

Secr. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required ‘to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. : 

secT. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of -the city or-selectmen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. j 

Sect. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. ae | ? 5 | 

Secr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1889. : 5 “ 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING BLANK. 


Give date in each case. 

State plainly for what each building was occupied. 

Name power used, if any. 

Give names of owners and occupants. 

If unoccupied, so state. 

State whether fotal or partial loss. 

State amount of damage, insurance, and insurance paid, separately, on buildings and contents. 
State distinctly the cause of the fire. 

Do NOT RETURN THE CAUSE AS ‘* ACCIDENTAL,” OR *¢ CARELESSNESS, ”? BUT GIVE PARTICULARS. 
Forest fires should be reported with full information of the cause and amount of loss. 


In case of farm buildings, where more than one is involved in the loss, the one in which the 


fire originated should be designated, as also whether the buildings were connected or not. 


The value of these statistics depends largely upon the care taken in the verification of the facts. 


The department will welcome any pertinent information or suggestion not specifically called for. 


The record books hitherto furnished the several cities and towns are to remain permanently in 
the custody of the city and town authorities, and this blank to be filled from the record therein made. 


If more than one building is burned, name the items of damage, 
insurance and insurance paid, for each SEPARATELY, stating IN 
WHICH the fire originated. 


[Cuap. 451, Acts or 1889. | 


AN ACT 


IN RELATION TO FIRE INQUESTS. 


Be it enacted, ete., as follows: 


Srecrion 1. The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every 
town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the board of selectmen in any town in 
which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make an investigation of the cause, origin 
and circumstances of every fire occurring in such city or town in which property has been de- 
stroyed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, 
of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the investigation shall within two weeks of the 
occurrence of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful 
record by him in a book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all 
the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, the value and ownership of the 
property destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks provided by the 
commissioner. Such book of record shall be kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make 
returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by 
the commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of 
January. 

Srcr. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board making the same 
reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was Gaused by design, such board shall cause appli- 
cation to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which 
such city or town is situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The 
court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony on oath of all persons 
supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters 
herein required to be examined and inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to 
writing, verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action ; and shall also 
report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquiry 
any facts and circumstances ascertained by such inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or 
justice require their attention. 

Srcr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge 
any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to be arrested and charged with such 
offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names 
of witnesses, and all the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 

Sror. 4. The court or justice may issue subpcenas for witnesses returnable before such court 
or justice ; and the persons served with such process shall be allowed the same fees, their attend- 
ance may be enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if 
served with a subpeena in behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before 
such court or trial justice. 

Sror. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest 
and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of the court or justice be made 
private, and any persons other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act may 
be excluded from the place where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and 
apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have been 
examined. 

Secr. 6. The fees and expenses of the inguest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen 
of the city or selectmen of the town in which the property was destroyed, and when audited and 
certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 

Secr. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this 
act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Sect. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred 
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Date of fire: ie y (ft me | REMARKS. 
Name of owner: 7 Jy. a ty AB ee Cause and circumstances of jire: 
Name of occupant : F ean 


JA « 


Class of building (wood, stone or brick): VSO s CLS fy Bey IL 


How occupied (dwelling ? store, what kind ? manufactory, 


what kind ?): Ch a Vf 


Value of building, $ L000 | | 
Damage to building, $- | 
Insurance upon, $ Wyo i | 
—frsurance paid, f 
Value of contents, f , ae : Vie aff BS aie es a | 
Damage to contents, $ Bos | : 
LRSUPERCE UP OR; 3 | 
-—fnsurance pitt, 5 | 


Total, or partial loss: ps pa 
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COMMONW HAL TEL OF MASSACHUSEPTS. 


INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. 
| 
Lo the City and Town Clerks . | 
This Department is desirous of aiding, so far as in ifs power, the careful observance of ed provisions of the law 
an relation to Returns and Statistics of fores, | | 
for the convenience, therefore, alike of the fire onginkers and selectmen whose duty it ts under the new law to 


make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and of the laiter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 


: 
blank for this purpose. : 
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[Cuar. 451, Acts or 1889.] 


f 


mseor. 1. The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroy ed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of ‘such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all tlie facts relating to the cause and or igin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the proper sy destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks ‘provided by the commissioner.” Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blag forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall for ward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. 

Secr. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board making the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters her ein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing. verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested i 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention. 

Secr. 3. ‘The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 

Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpoenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice; and the persons Berved with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of ha Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such court or trial justice. 

Secr. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the eae or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required |to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from pach other and not allowed to communicate boa each other until auey have 
been examined. 

Sect. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or sclodelien of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 

Secr. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Srecr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1889. 
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Name of ownet: Qf PC 1 Zac vA OVE a Cause and circumstances of fire: 


Name of occupant : G i 4 A ig ey nS z Mm 

Class of building (wood, a) e or ee , “Hi: Ui. a di | 

How occupied i il ? ys what kind ? manufactory, | 

what kind 2): he | 
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Value of building, a 

Damage to building, | | 
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Insurance upon, A 

Lnsurance paid, : 

Value of contents, 

Damage to contents, 

Insurance upon, 
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INSURANCE DEPARTM ENT. 


Lo the City and Town Clerks : : La Dp 
This Department ts desirous of aiding, so far as in its power, the careful observance of th ve prowisions of the law 
wm relation to Returns and Statistics of Fires. | | | 
Lor the convenience, therefore, alike of the fire engin fers ana selectmen whose duty ids under the new law to 
make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and v4 the latter officials, the dopamine” 


blank for this purpose. 


) g prepared the annexed 


[Cuap. 451, Acts oF 1889. ] ii 7 “§ 


psxecr. 1. The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Bostor and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of ever y fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroy ed, and shall e pecially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two edi of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the lerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by hin” in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all i e facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the proper 4y destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks provided by the commissioner. 

kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon bl: 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first, day of January. 

Secr. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board r jaking the same reasonable grounds for belie tine that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or muda) court or to a trial justice of the county i in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such | inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means, of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing. verified ee fresinitted to the district attorney of the court for his action ; 3 and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquiry any facts and ci itcumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their os a i 

Secor. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney ‘all the evidences of guilt, with yphe names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 

Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpoenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice; and the persons Ker ved with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth i in a criminal prosecution pending before such er trial justice. { 

Secr. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from éach other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. ae , 

Sect. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the eis or selecin en of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. ye 

Secr. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requi ‘ements of this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. | } 

Secr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one Dated and ninety-nine of the acts of ‘the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1889. 
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[Cuar. 451, Aors oF 1889. ] ‘sl 
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SxoT. 1. ‘The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engigeers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town tn which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of suchf 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the'clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all the facts relating to the cause and origin of the 
ship of-the property destroyed and such other information as may be called for/by the blanks provided by the commissioner. i 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank, 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. seis 
Sect. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board ipaking the same reasonable grounds for believi dev at the fire was caused by 


design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the ng such city or town is 
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situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
j inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 

also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquiry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention. | 

Secr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. | | 

Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpeenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, ard they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such court or trial justice. . is | 

Secr. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the j uest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from gach other and not allowed to communicate witl 4 each other until they have 
been examined. 3 H, \: eae 7 

SsEcT. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or selectnjen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. “a ON Wee 

Secor. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requi 
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Srecr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapte1 he 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1589. ei: ee 
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Cb OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


i 


INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. 
| 


Lo the City and Town Clerks : ; | 
This Department 1s desirous of aiding, so far as in us power, the careful observance ofthe provisions of the law 


? 
in relation to ‘Returns and Statistics of Fires. 


for the conventence, therefore, alike of the fire engineers and selecimen whose duty wt is under the new law to - 


make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and of-the latter officials, tha department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this purpose. | 


ST gee ae Se eee 


[Cuar. 451, Acts or 1889. | 


sect. 1. The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all tlie facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the property destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. 

Sect. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board rhaking the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of *the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquiry any facts and cireumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention. 

Secr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 


be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 


the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 

Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpoenas for witnesses returnable | eg such court or justice; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such cour¢ or trial justice. 

Secr. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may aticha any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to be ‘present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. | 

secT. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or selectmen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid b such city or town. . 

Sect. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars nor more than two hundred gplars 

Sect. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [ Approved June 7, 1889. 
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Lo the City and Town Clarks : 
Lhis Department is desirous of aiding, so far as mm us power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 
in relation to Returns and Statistics of Fires. | 
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for the convenience, therefore, altke of the fire engineers and selectmen whose duty it is under the new law to 
make returns of jires to the city and town clerks, and of the latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 


blank for this purpose. 
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sect. 1. ‘The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occulring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the property destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. 

Secr. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board making the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also reporg in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquiry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention. 

Secr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence safetent to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. | 


Secr. 4. The court or justice may issue subpcenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, and they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpeena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such court or trial justice. 

Secr. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required ‘to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. p 

Sect. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or selectmen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 

Secr. 7. <Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. | 

Secr. 8. Chapter two hundred'and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. | [Approved June 7, 1889. 
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COMMONWEALTFEI OF MASSACHUSETTS. | 
INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. Y | 


Lo the City and Town Clerks : : | | 


This Department is desirous of aiding, so far as in - power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 
wn relation to Returns and Statistics of Fires. | 


‘new law to 
i 


for the convenience, therefore, alike of the fire engineers and selectmen whose duty it\is under the 


make returns of fires to.the city and town clerks, and of ihe latter officials, the department has prepared ‘the annexed 


blank for this purpose. | | 
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Secor. 1. ‘The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Bostor, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is esta 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is establishec , Shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occuring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall e pecially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not inclu ing the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of sueh fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrenée of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all tlie facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the property destroyed and such other information as may be called for. y the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, amd he shall make returns or a transcript thesefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the firgt day of January. i 

Sect. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board aaking the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or mu‘ icipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have meansiof knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified and transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquiry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention. 

Sect. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. | 

Sror. 4. The court or justice may issue subpoenas for witnesses returnable Hefore such court or justice ; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, anil they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with \a subpeena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such cours or trial justice. Ps, 

Sect. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attead any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from éach other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. | | 

Sect. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to thé mayor and aldermen of the cit 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 

Secr. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Sect. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninet 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1889. 
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INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. 
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This Depariment 1$ desirous of aiding, so far as in Us power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 

° ° ° . ~e 

in relation to ‘Returns and Statistics of Fires. 


for the convenience, therefore, alike of the fire engineers ana selectmen whose. duty it is under the new law to 
make returns of fires to\the city and town clerks, and of the latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 


blank for this purpose. 
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[Cuar. 451, Acts or 1889. ] 


Sect. 1. The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is establishe(l, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall ¢specially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the proper‘y destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. 4 _ 

Sect. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board making the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified snd transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inquir any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention ‘le ges i 

Secr. 3. ‘The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence suflicient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of euilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 

Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpoenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice ; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, aud they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such court or trial justice. : 

Secor. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to. be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 
where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have 
been examined. | , 

SecT. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or selectmen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 

Secr. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. | 

Srecr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. _[ Approved June 7, 1589. | 
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This Depariment 1s desirous of aiding, so far as in its power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 
in relation to Returns and Statistics of Fires. ) 


: ue A 
for the convenience, therefore, alike of the fire engineers and selectmen whose duty iti4s under the new law to 


make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and-of the latter oyicials, the department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this purgose. 
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Sect. 1. ‘The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Boston, and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is established, shall make investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire 
occurring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall especially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not inclufling the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to thejclerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 


book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all tie facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 


ship of the proper‘y destroyed and such other information as may be called for by the blanks provided by the commissioner. Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript therefrom of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the first day of January. 

Sect, 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board inaking the same reasonable grounds for believing that the fire was caused by 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipal court or to a trial justice of the county in which such city or town is 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or trial justice shall thereupon hold such inquest and take the testimony 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters herein required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified snd transmitted to the district attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested ia the matter under inquiry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention, 

Secr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence suftjcient to charge any person with the crime of 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the dist 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 


Sect. 4. The court or justice may issue subpcenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice ; and the persons served with such process shall be 


allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, ard they shall be subject to the same penalties, fs if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such cours or trial justice. | 


Sect. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may atte nd any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 
the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required Ito be present by the provisions of this act i 
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where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from gach other and not allowed to communicate Wwith each other until they have 
been examined. i . 


Sect. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to tht mayor and aldermen of the city or seleahmen of the town in which the 
property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 
Sect. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. | : 
Secr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts o 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1889. | . 
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Lo the City and Town Clerks : 


_Lhis Department is desirous of aiding, so far as in its power, the careful observance of the provisions of the law 
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for the convenience, therefore, alike of the fire engineers and selectmen whose duty it is under the new law to 
make returns of fires to the city and town clerks, and of the latter officials, the department has prepared the annexed 
blank for this purpose. | 
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Sect. 1. ‘The board of fire engineers in every city, except the city of Bosto , and in every town in which a board of fire engineers is established, and the 
board of selectmen in any town in which no board of fire engineers is establishe l, shall make investigation of the cause, origin) and circumstances of every fire 
occulring in such city or town in which property has been destroyed, and shall ‘specially make investigation as to whether such fire was the result of careless- 
ness or design. Such investigation shall be begun within two days, not including the Lord’s day, of the occurrence of such fire. The board making the 
investigation shall within two weeks of the occurrence of the fire furnish to the clerk of the city or town, as the case may be, for careful record by him in a 
book to be provided by the insurance commissioner, a written statement of all the facts relating to the cause and origin of the fire, the kind, value and owner- 
ship of the property destroyed and such other information as may be called for by t » blanks provided by the commissioner., Such book of record shall be 
kept by the clerk in his office, and he shall make returns or a transcript th ref om of the record of each year upon blank forms to be provided by the 
commissioner and shall forward the same to him within fifteen days from the re da | Ths ites ae 

Sect. 2. Whenever from any such investigation there appears to the board maki re b 
design, such board shall cause application to be made to a police, district or municipa 
situated for an inquest to be held to make inquiry relative to such fire. The court or t | UPOL 
on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have means of knowledge the matters herei required to be examined and 
inquired into, and shall cause such testimony to be reduced to writing, verified and transmit bed to th ct attorney of the court for his action; and shall 
also report in writing to the owners of property or other persons interested in the matter under inqu iry any facts and circumstances ascertained by such 
inquest, which shall in the opinion of the court or justice require their attention. be } 

Secr. 3. The court or justice when of the opinion that there is evidence suflicient to charge any person with the crime of arson, shall cause such person to 
be arrested and charged with such offence, and shall likewise furnish to the district attorney all the evidences of guilt, with the names of witnesses, and all 
the information obtained by him in addition to the testimony in the case. 3 | 

Srcr. 4. The court or justice may issue subpoenas for witnesses returnable before such court or justice; and the persons served with such process shall be 
allowed the same fees, their attendance may be enforced in the same manner, aud they shall be subject to the same penalties, as if served with a subpoena in 
behalf of the Commonwealth in a criminal prosecution pending before such wo ee justice. ! 


Secr. 5. The district attorney or some person designated by him may attend any inquest and examine witnesses, and the inquest may in the discretion of 


in¢ s for believing that the fire was caused by 
of t a ee: in which such city or town is 
hold such inquest and take the testimony 


Racy 
sir 


eupon 


the court or justice be made private, and any persons other than those required to be present by the provisions of this act may be excluded from the place 


where such inquest is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other and not allowed to communicate ‘with each other until they have 
been examined. 


{ 
; ( 
Sect. 6. The fees and expenses of the inquest shall be returned to the mayor and aldermen of the city or selectmen of the town in which the 


property was destroyed, and when audited and certified by them shall be paid by such city or town. 

Sect. 7. Any officer neglecting or refusing to comply with any of the requirements of this act shall be punished by a 
dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. e 

Srecr. 8. Chapter two hundred and sixteen of the Public Statutes and chapter one hundred and ninety-nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
eighty-eight are hereby repealed. [Approved June 7, 1889. 


ne of not less than twenty-five 
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